
 
 

NEWSLETTER 
April no 3 2020   

BRAY PARK-STRATHPINE SUB BRANCH Inc.  

Sub Branch Updates 

The Sub Branch Advocate - Scott Harris is operating from 
home on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 9am -
3pm email pensions on 
email scott.harris@brayparkstrathpine.rslqld.net.au  

Ph: 07 3999 6308 

Please email the Secretary on 
secretary@brayparkstrathpine.rslqld.net.au  

Andy is still administrating Mon - Fri 9am - 3pm, and is 
contactable on ; 

Ph: Business Hours (07) 3063 9520  

Mble: 0417 145 600  

Andy is available for a Skype chats on 
brayparkstrathrsl@bigpond.com  

Please free to email him and let him know that you are 
ok.  

If you are going to participate at your Street vigil on 
ANZAC Day, if possible can you please send Andy some 
photos so he can add them on the Sub Branch Facebook 
as a group.  

The AACC 77th Birthday Dinner—by Brian Kay 
 
I attended an AACC  77th Birthday Dinner in Canberra  on 
14th March 2020 (Blue Amos Dinner) and the 
event  was supported by over 100 ex-AACC veterans, their 
partners and serving AACC members. Some "Old & Bold" 
travelled from as far away as Western Australia which 

displays their dedication to the Corps, 
particularly at a time when the Coronavirus is 
causing havoc with our tourism and transport 
systems. We only just avoided the travel 
restrictions, in force by the next week, and 
more than a few heartbeats increased when 
scheduled flights began to be changed and 
cancelled over the week-end. 
 
The  photo attached is of me and Ex-Sgt Gary 
Sturdy AACC, who with the support of RSL 
members, civilian volunteers and local firms 
from Orbost in Victoria , set up a field kitchen 
during the height of the Bushfires earlier this  

Why do fish sing off key? 

You can’t tuna fish! 



MORE OF MY LIFE WITH THE SAPPERS—BRIAN AVERY 

In early 1960, after an attachment to 1RAR, I returned 
to 11 Indep Fd Sqn RE. Their task was to build an 
airstrip to service a jungle fort, Fort Tapong, which was 
to be established in the jungle covered mountain range 
which is the spine of the Malay Peninsula. This area, in 
the north of Perak State, was remote from any 
inhabited area and the only people living in the area 

were the nomadic indigenous Temiar tribes people, who 
were vulnerable to pressure from the Communist terrorists. 
The Fort was intended to provide them with protection. The 
only access to the area was a hair-raising ride in native 
longboats up the Perak River Gorge. 

The area selected was reasonably level ground, covered in 
secondary jungle and bamboo thickets. As the British had no 
heavy lift helicopters (in fact, very few helicopters at all), the 
airstrip was to be built without the use of any mechanical 
equipment, not even chain saws. After setting up camp, the 
first task was to clear the site, accomplished with just axes 
and machetes. My work started in earnest almost from day 
one, as the propensity of engineers to find sharp objects 
manifested itself. One of the Australian corporals appeared 
at my tent. “Doc, bring your kit. I think you’ll need it.” The 
Australian sappers were well versed in felling trees. The 
British sappers, however, used what could best be called the 
‘beaver method’, felling the tree by cutting in a continuous 
circle around the tree, until it fell randomly, usually on the 
sapper cutting down an adjacent tree.  That method, and the 
usual bamboo slices, kept me busy until the clearing 
finished. 

Once the clearing finished, the results were set alight. Now, 
when bamboo burns, as it heats up, each segment bursts in 
rapid succession and a length of burning bamboo sounds like 
a burst from a machine gun. Not far from our base was a 
platoon of Ghurkhas, whose mission was to make sure the 
working engineers were safe from the Communist Terrorists. 
Hearing the exploding bamboo alerted them that we were 
under serious attack and soon after the fire started, thirty 
Ghurkhas came hurrying to the base to save us from the CTs. 
They were extremely disappointed that we were all still alive 
and there were no CTs to kill. 

Now the hard work started. The ground had to be levelled 
and compacted. All that we had were chongkols (large hoe-
like tools) to dig with, wicker baskets to move the soil and 
blocks of wood on handles to compact the soil by hand. After 
a few days, it became obvious that the work was so slow 
that the airstrip would never be completed by the planned 
opening. The only airlift capacity were wheezing old pre-
Korean War era Whirlwind helicopters. Twenty wheel 
barrows were lifted in. And so work progressed just a little 
faster. After about three months of back-breaking manual 
labour, the strip was finished. A helicopter brought in a RAF 
Wing Commander from the Airfield Construction unit in 
Singapore (the RAF was the authority for all airfields). This 
moustachioed Biggles dug his soft rubber jungle boots into 
the dirt strip and pronounced it fit for purpose, although our 
Royal Engineer Squadron Commander protested that it was 
still too soft to land on. Soon after, a twin-engine Beaver 
aircraft with a party of VIPs aboard turned up for the official 
opening. The aircraft touched down safely enough and 
glided along the strip, but as soon as the pilot reversed pitch 
on the propellers, the wheels dug in and the aircraft nose-
dived into the soft earth, destroying its propellers and nose.   

year. He ended up feeding  fresh meals daily  to 750 
firies, emergency workers and Defence personnel, who 
had been variously without hot food for more than a 
week. 
 
Gary "borrowed" a mobile field kitchen from Army 
stores in Albury, and was assisted by a transport firm 
who carted it down to Victoria along with fuel and 
foodstuff supplies.  What pleased me most about this 
outstanding example of initiative was that it 
exemplified the 'can do' spirit of  ex-serving members 
of the ADF and their RSL comrades. 
 
In the photo, Gary and I are holding a presentation 
medallion he received from General Angus Campbell, 
Chief of the Australian Defence Force, in recognition of 
his outstanding initiative, hard work and drive in setting 
up and operating  a field kitchen in the midst of the 
turbulence of the raging bushfires. 
 
At the AACC Dinner Gary was highly commended by the 
AACC Head of Corps, Colonel Matt Patching and 
accorded a standing ovation from  all the attendees. 
And of course more than a few catcalls about his 
cooking and management skills from those who had 
served with him  in the distant past! 
 
A good news story in the midst of all our Coronavirus 
troubles. 

Little Johnny complained to mum. 

Our teacher doesn’t know anything. He keeps asking 

us! 

Teacher: It's the fourth time you’ve been late this 

week Johnny! You know what that means! 

Yes Miss, it’s Thursday. 

The English teacher asked. “What tense is ‘I am 

beautiful’?” 

Little Johnny replied “The past tense, Miss”. 

 



TMR Concessions – PSP 
From 17 December 2018, DVA gold cards embossed with 
TPI or EDA will be accepted as proof of eligibility for a 
Prescribed Service Person’s concession by TMR.  

Please note however, to prove eligibility, any other 
customer applying for a PSP concession that has a gold 
card not embossed, will still be required to present their 
gold card and a letter from DVA stating: 

 
Persons assessed as at least 70% incapacitated under the 
Veterans' Entitlements Act 1986 (VEA); or 
 

Persons assessed as at least 50 impairment points under 
the Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2004 
(MRCA).  

New Queensland Veterans’ Portal  

The Queensland Government has released a new online 
portal to help ex-ADF personnel and their families find 
the services they need in Queensland.  

Queensland Communities is delighted to extend this 
invitation to you to register on our Queensland 
Communities Hub to participate in the Queensland 
Veterans’ Portal consultation.  

You can try out the portal and then share your feedback, 
or even put forward new ideas about how we can assist 
current and ex-ADF members and their families to 
navigate the support service system in Queensland?  

If you have any queries, or for more information get in 
touch 
at: veteransportalfeedback@communities.qld.gov.au  

ESO Trailer available in SE Qld 

In recent times the Beaudesert RSL Sub Branch 
successfully secured funding for a 'health and wellbeing 
trailer.' Equipped with a built-in BBQ, generator and 200L 
water tank; the custom made trailer is being used as a 
means of reaching isolated areas and sharing information 
with communities regarding the services provided DVA, 
general health and wellbeing information and the 
supports that are available through ESO's.  

The Beaudesert RSL Sub Branch has kindly made the 
trailer available for ESO's to use. Should you be interested 
in using the trailer, please contact Steve Monteath at 
welfare@beaudesertrslsubbranch.com.au 

DVA’s New Brisbane Address 

The new DVA Reception/VAN office is now found on Level 
6, 480 Queen Street. All the existing contact telephone and 
fax numbers remain the same. The new site features an on
-site user-pays public car park operated by Secure Parking.  
Please be aware that the best entrance to access the 
DVA office is via 391 Adelaide Street.   

Our mailing address remains the same: GPO Box 9998, 
Brisbane, Queensland 4001 and all mail for the 
department should be sent to this address, irrespective of 
the state in which the intended recipient is based. mailing 
address remains the same: GPO Box 9998, Brisbane, 
Queensland 4001 and all mail for the department should be sent 

Army Museum South Queensland 

Public  tours of Victoria Barracks are on Wednesdays only. 
The price of $15 per person includes the professionally 
researched and curated exhibition, an escorted tour of 
historic Victoria Barracks, Devonshire Tea served in the 
original Officers’ Mess, souvenir booklet and digital photo.  

Bookings essential:   Phone: 0429 954 663 

or  info@armymuseumsouthqueensland.com.au 

Name Plates and Sub Branch Shirts 

If you need a Sub Branch name plate please contact Andy. 
When he has five names he can make an order. 

If you need a polo shirt let Andy know. He needs five or 
more for the order.  If you want one let him know the size 
and style, old style green or new style green.  

Chambray shirts in Blue and Green are still available for 
order. 

Everyone on board was injured, none seriously. 

My last task was to treat the injured passengers, who 
included the Director of Medical Services. A helicopter 
flew in a repair crew to fix the damaged aircraft and flew 
out the VIPs, but it was some weeks before the Beaver 
could be flown out and the airstrip take traffic. 
Meanwhile, the engineers could not be flown out so we 
went once again on that hair-raising ride down the Perak 
River. 

How do you make a waterbed bouncier? 

Just add spring water!  

mailto:veteransportalfeedback@communities.qld.gov.au?subject=New%20Queensland%20Veterans%E2%80%99%20Portal
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Mates4Mates  
 

Mates4Mates runs a number of activities to assist with 
the rehabilitation of our wounded such as Equine 
Therapy, Sailing, Kayaking and Trekking. 

Contact Mates4Mates for details of activities or to offer 
support at enquiry@mates4mates.org 
 
Online Shop _ 
Mates4Mates has launched a range of new merchandise 
to help raise vital funds for those seeking support and 
rehabilitation services.  

Products include reusable "keep cups”, water bottles, 
active towels and clothing.  

To shop the Mates4Mates new range, visit 
www.mates4matesshop.org.  

The Right Mix Alcohol Management Support 

 

The Right Mix website and its companion mobile app, 
allows serving members and veterans to use their smart 
phones and tablets to monitor their drinking habits.  

The Right Mix can be accessed through the At Ease Portal 
via www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/therightmix and the ON TRACK 
with The Right Mix app is free to download from the iOS 
App Store and Android Google Play. 

Open Arms 
 

A free and confidential counselling service for Australian 
veterans, peacekeepers and their families. For more 
information on Open Arms services and eligibility, please 
visit the Open Arms website or phone 1800 011 046. 

RSL Queensland and Sporting Wheelies & Disabled 
Association Partnership 

Services veterans can access through our new 
partnership are as follows: 

Individual gym programs  

Gym membership to Bowen Hills gym. 

Involvement in Sporting Wheelies sporting teams across 
the state. 

Personal training sessions and small group training 
sessions. 

Sporting Wheelies and Disabled Association 
Memberships that enable access to the full range of 
services provided. 

Please note, limited spots exist so please encourage 
interested veterans to enquire with myself 
on katie.maloney@rslqld.org 

DVA Hi Res (High Resilience) Website 

 

The High Res website helps manage stress and build 
resilience. It features self-help tools, resources and videos 
to help users cope better with stress and bounce back from 
tough situations.  
The High Res website is available on DVA’s At Ease mental 
health portal at www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/highres. The High 
Res app is free from the iOS App Store and Android Google 
Play.  You can find the full range of DVA’s online mental 
health support tools on the At Ease Portal  

www.at-ease.dva.gov.au. 

 The ANZAC Portal 

The Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs recently updated and 
renovated The ANZAC Portal, 
a website promoting 
awareness of Australia’s 
wartime history. 
The site contains information 
and educational resources 
spanning campaigns from 
WWI to contemporary military 
and peacekeeping operations, 

and includes interviews with Vietnam veterans and family 
members.  

Operation Life 
 

A free mobile phone app to help serving and ex-serving 
Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel deal with 
suicidal thoughts has been released by DVA.  

The Operation Life app is available free via the iOS App 
Store and Android Google Play. More information is 
available on the Operation Life Online website  

www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/suicideprevention 

Australian Veterans Covenant 

If you haven't yet applied and need information please 
speak to the Secretary or contact DVA via 
the VETSCARD inbox.  Veterans and reservists can continue 
to apply for the Covenant online using MyService 
(dva.gov.au/myservice).   

If you need help with your application you can call 1800 
VETERAN (1800 838 372) or visit a Veterans’ Access 
Network office.  

For more information about the Covenant, please 
visit recognition.dva.gov.au.  
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