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BRAY PARK-STRATHPINE SUB BRANCH Inc.  

Sub Branch Notes 

The Sub Branch Advocate - Scott Harris is operating from 
home on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 9am -
3pm email pensions on 
email scott.harris@brayparkstrathpine.rslqld.net.au  

Ph: 07 3999 6308 

Please email the Secretary on 
secretary@brayparkstrathpine.rslqld.net.au  

Andy is still administrating Mon - Fri 9am - 3pm, and is 
contactable on ; 

Ph: Business Hours (07) 3063 9520  

Mble: 0417 145 600  

Andy is available for a Skype chats on 
brayparkstrathrsl@bigpond.com  

Please free to email him and let him know that you are 
ok.  

Sub Branch Reopening 

The Sub Branch will reopen for Pensions and Welfare only 
from the 15th of May.  All social distancing/hygiene 
requirements must be observed.  
The Pensions Officer hrs are: Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday 9am - 3pm.  The three Duty Officers  will man the 
Office in shifts, Mon - Fri 9am - 3pm to take any 
appointments.   
Book your  appointment first,  Only one appointment at a 
time and all safety distance must be observed.  Only the 
Duty Officer, Pensions Officer and one client in the building 
at any one time.  
Office number is 30639520 and the Pensions Officer's 
direct number is 3999 6308.  
This policy will continue until Qld Government confirms 
stage  two.  
Thank you for your patience in this matter, we hope to get 
together as a Sub-Branch soon.  

A shop assistant fiercely fought off an armed robber 
with his labelling gun! 

     Police are looking for a man with a price on his head. 

Spiders are the only web developers who love finding 

bugs. 

My wife thinks I don't  give her enough privacy. 

     At least that’s what she said in her diary. 

My teenage son treats me like a god. 

     He acts like I don't exist until he wants something! 

To ride a horse or not to ride a horse. 

     That is equestrian. 

A man knocked on my front door and asked for a 

donation for the local pool. 

     I gave him a glass of water. 

Between the Pilatus Porter Crew PNG 1975 



Transcript of letter 

Dear Zoey, 

I am sorry our greeting in the early morning of ANZAC  Day 
had to be so fleeting. 

I write now to congratulate and thank you for the ANZAC 
Day 2020 presentation led by the RSL. It was distinctly 
memorable in most unusual times. 

I was especially pleased that so many people meeting in 
driveways saw fit to acknowledge the RSL as the initiator. 

Would you consider passing on to your members my 
support and encouragement and my thanks for the ANZAC 
Day commemorations in these times? 

Yours sincerely, 

Paul De Jersey 

An Army marches on its stomach Pt 2—Brian Avery 

When I enlisted, the Australian Army was running on a 
shoestring. Almost all of our barracks were ‘temporary’ 
hutted camps constructed during the war.  The Army was 
using up the stocks left over from World War 2. This 
included weapons, vehicles, equipment, ammunition, 
clothing and, significantly, rations. 

In 1958, we were introduced to the twenty four hour 
ration pack for the first time, but these were only available 
on a limited scale for major exercises only. (The very first 
peacetime exercise of any size took place in early 1958 for 
the newly-raised First Independent Infantry Brigade). Field 
rations for normal training consisted either hard tack or 
ten-man composite packs.  The hard rations were a can of 
either corned (bully) beef (ugh) or corned mutton (double 
ugh), all of which had a manufacturing date of 1944 or 
earlier and were usually made by Swifts. They were 
accompanied by a packet of dog biscuits, of similar vintage 
and made either by Swallow and Ariel or by Arnott's. They 
were rock hard and demonstrated why the Army insisted 
on recruits having a mouthful of sound teeth. The contents 
of the ten-man packs were of a similar vintage to the one 
man bully beef and biscuit combination. Sometimes a ten-
man pack would be issued to a platoon on the move to be 
split up and one could find that your day’s ration consisted 
of a tin of bully beef, a packet of biscuits, a tin of asparagus 
and a tin of honey or jam. 

Rations in camp were generally fresh, but even in camp, 
the cooks often had wartime tinned foods as part of the 
ration. Apricot jam was as prevalent as blowflies in a sheep 
area. Tinned apricots were served in a number of ways to  

Letter from Hon Paul De Jersey AC  

The Air Force recruiting officer was interviewing 
prospective recruits. There were two brothers in the 
group. He asked the first ‘what skills can you bring to 
the Air Force’?  

He replied ‘I’m a pilot.’ 

The recruiting officer turned to his Sgt ‘sign him up.’ 

He then asked the other brother ‘what skills do you 
have?’ 

He replied ‘ I chop wood!’ 

The recruiting officer replied ‘we don't need wood 
choppers in the Air Force, this is the 21st century, so we 
wont need you.’ 

The boy said ‘but you hired my brother!’ 

‘Of course we did he’s a pilot!’ 

‘Well I have to chop it before he can pile it!’ 



test a cook’s initiative. After commissioning in 1962, I 
lived in the Officers Mess in 1RAR, which seemed to have 
exhausted the stocks of tinned apricots because we 
suddenly got boysenberries for desserts. Rejoicing was 
premature, however, as it became obvious that we had 
only nibbled the edge of the stocks of boysenberries that 
were stored in 44 gallon drums. 

Over the years, I have seen many charges in the ration 
packs issued to troops, from the initial one man 24 hour 
pack to the packs now on issue, expensive packs because 
everything included is made specifically for the Army. To 
save funds in the 1960s, a two man 24 hour pack was 
developed using mainly commercially available items 
which received a mixed reception from the troops 
(although I personally liked it). 

In 1965, with our army committed to Confrontation and 
Vietnam, the availability of one man ration packs was 
restricted. I was in 4RAR in Woodside SA preparing to 
move to Malaysia, but 24 Hour packs were unavailable for 
field exercises. The unit was given funds and told to 
create their own ration packs. The Assistant 
Quartermaster and the WO2 Caterer went to Adelaide 
and purchased a stock of commercially available items. A 
marquee was erected on the parade ground and the unit 
packed thousands of one man ration packs to get it 
through its training cycle. 

The standard British one man ration pack was designed 
for use in the Northern Hemisphere and was ideally made 
up of contents to withstand operating on the North 
German Plain but was entirely wrong for operations in 
the tropics of SE Asia. In particular, it was unacceptable to 
Antipodes troops from Australia or New Zealand. It was 
also unacceptable to the Gurkha troops who made up the 
majority of Britain’s military strength in the Far East. Two 
packs, based on local purchase, were developed. The BT 
(British Tropical) pack was meant to be used by British, 
Rhodesian, Australian and New Zealand troops serving in 
Malaya during the Emergency and the GT (Gurkha 
Tropical) pack by the 20,000 members of the Brigade of 
Gurkhas.  The GT pack was sometimes used by any 
Australians who could wheedle it out of any Gurkhas in 
the area and was very popular as an alternative. 

In Borneo during Confrontation, we used British BT ration 
packs. The BT pack was a very satisfying pack to eat, but it 
was comparatively heavy and bulky. With the British 
tropical lightweight webbing in use, an infantryman was 
limited to carrying about seven days rations at the most. 
A special lightweight pack was developed for the 
prolonged long range patrols of SAS, but was not 
available to infantry battalions. My platoon undertook a 
patrol into Indonesia which was planned to last ten days, 
although we were issued only seven days rations.  Even 
so, weight was reduced because individuals rejected 
unpopular items. In the event, the patrol lasted twelve  

days, so we were VERY hungry by the last day!  

Soon after this patrol, we received a new, lightweight 
ration pack, about half the weight and bulk of a BT pack. It 
had two drawbacks. First, a lot of water was needed to 
reconstitute the contents, not always available even in the 
rainforests of Borneo. Second, there were just three 
varieties, a boring choice after protracted operations (I 
probably consumed more than seventy of these packs over 
the next three months, so variety would have been a 
relief).                     

                                                                     To be continued. 

ANZAC Day—Light up the Dawn 

Caboolture Water tower Mural 
From Pres Caboolture to Pres Brisbane North 
 
Over the last six months I have been working with Unity 
Water on a mural for the water tower in front of the Fern 
Hill aged care facility in King St Caboolture. It has now 
come to a community vote to determine what the design 
should be. There are two options 

• An Anzac flavoured option 

• Local flora option 
Unity Water has called for a public vote to determine the 
which of the two will be the winner. 

I ask that this information be passed to all sub-branches in 
the Unity Water area so that their members can have a 
vote. The link to the site is https://www.unitywater.com/
community/community-artwork-program/king-st-water-
tower 
The two choices are shown on the following page. 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/HOwCC91ZkYh9EXKCEm37H?domain=unitywater.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/HOwCC91ZkYh9EXKCEm37H?domain=unitywater.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/HOwCC91ZkYh9EXKCEm37H?domain=unitywater.com


ANZAC 

The designers have taken inspiration from the site of 
where the water tower stands which was historically 
adjacent to the former Fernhill Village which supported 
and cared for war veterans. 
 
The young girl who is dressed in a WWI nurse’s uniform 
symbolises respect for the service men and women 
who have and are currently serving our country and 
how their sacrifice and hardships have allowed the next 
generation to have an optimistic future. The young girl 
has a hopeful gaze of what the future might bring. 
 
On the other side, a silhouette of an Australian soldier 
is illuminated against the rising sun, symbolising the 
ANZAC spirit shining behind us and supporting us as we 
strive to grow. 
 
All of this is tied together with a wreath which 
encompasses the traditional ANZAC symbols of 
rosemary and red poppy, along with native species 
found in the area, including the Bottle Brush, Pine, 
Paperbark, Moreton Bay Fig leaves and Banksia. 

 

Environment 

This design showcases native flora elements from the 
immediate area, while paying homage to the Peregrine 
Falcon that calls the water tower home. 
 
During concept development, the artists visited several 
locations in Caboolture and observed, photographed and 
documented some of the flowers and plants they found. This 
design displays these key elements as a spiral pattern 
wrapping the cylindrical water tower. 
 
The trunk of the Eucalyptus tree creates the backdrop for 
the piece, its peeling bark viewed from a macro view. 
Intertwined with this on both sides of the tower is the 
feather of the Peregrine Falcon, Eucalyptus leaves, gum nuts 
and blossoms, Bottle Brush, Bunya Pine and Moreton Bay Fig 
leaves. 
 
By zooming in on the texture of the eucalypt, the bark 
presents as abstract shapes, while its natural earthy tones 
create a calming atmosphere. The foliage and feathers that 
curl amongst the bark generate a stylised flow that interacts 
with the shape of the tower. 


