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BRAY PARK-STRATHPINE SUB BRANCH Inc.  

Sub Branch Notes 

The Sub Branch is open for Pensions and Welfare 
only .  All social distancing/hygiene requirements must be 
observed.  
Book your  appointment first,  Only one appointment at 
a time and all safety distance must be observed.  Only the 
Duty Officer, Pensions Officer and one client in the 
building at any one time.  
The Office number is 30639520  
 
The Pensions Officer hrs are: Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday 9am - 3pm.  
The Pensions Officer's direct number is 3999 6308.  
Or email scott.harris@brayparkstrathpine.rslqld.net.au 
 
The three Duty Officers  will man the Office in shifts, Mon 
- Fri 9am - 3pm to take any appointments.  
  
Andy is available on 
secretary@brayparkstrathpine.rslqld.net.au  

On Mble: 0417 145 600 , andfor a Skype chat on 
brayparkstrathrsl@bigpond.com  

Please free to email him and let him know that you are 
ok.  

This policy will continue until Qld Government confirms 
stage  two.  
Thank you for your patience in this matter, we hope to 
get together as a Sub-Branch soon.  

A letter of Thanks 

Dear Bray Park R.S.L  

I started writing you a letter a few months ago that never 
got finished and never got sent. A lot changed. My letter 
was to thank you for your amazing offer to pay for my 
school camp trip to Sydney Canberra. Than everything 
turned upside down. COVID-19 happened and our once in 
a life time camp got cancelled. There was one thing that 
did not change though, the fact that you offered to help us 
never changed. Even though you will no longer need to 
help pay for our camp your generosity and what you were 
willing to do should not be un thanked.  

You see at the time of your offer, my dad had not long 
returned from an eight month deployment overseas to 
Qatar. This was an extremely stressful time for myself and 
my family. I am one of four kids and my mum found it 
hard. With four kids and an upcoming camp which cost 
$1000 was an added stress we didn’t need and your offer 
brought us all to tears of joy. We couldn’t believe it! An 
instant relief to us all that was so much needed and 
overwhelmingly appreciated.   

So from myself and all our family we still want to say thank 
you! Thank you for helping families in need and families 
who have it hard some times. Thank you for your offer of 
generosity even though it’s cancelled, it will never be 
forgotten for what you were going to do. A million times 
again from our family, thank you.  

From   

Kayden and Family   State Congress postponed 

Due to ongoing COVID-19 restrictions, the RSL 
Queensland Board has rescheduled the State Congress to 
Tuesday 24 November 2020. 

 The team is also working on rescheduling the dates for 
the State Council of Auxiliaries AGM.  

Please contact your District Secretary for further 
information.  

A man tells his doctor, “Doc, help me. I’m addicted to 
Twitter!” 

The doctor replies, “Sorry, I don’t follow you …”  

What did the Buddhist say to the hot dog vendor? 

Make me one with everything.  



Sergeant‘s badge of rank was the normal three chevrons of 
a sergeant surmounted by two flags with their pikes 
crossed. With the advent of Warrant Officers, the rank of 
the senior non-commissioned officer became ‘staff 
sergeant’ and the flags were replaced by a crown. The staff 
sergeant in an infantry company was the Company 
Quartermaster Sergeant (CQMS) who looked after the 
logistic support of the company. The rank of staff sergeant 
has been abolished in the Australian Army. 

Although the term is only used in the Australian Army at 
RMC (and at OCS Portsea when it existed), many British 
infantrymen still address their CQMSs as  “Colour”, and 
when 4RAR was serving as part of 99 Ghurkha Brigade in 
Sarawak in 1966, the Brigade Commander. Brigadier 
Cheyne, addressed my CQMS, SSgt Darcy Tilbrook, as 
“Colour” when visiting our base at Stass.   

The Sash, Scarlet, Infantry  - Brian Avery 

If the reader has watched a ceremonial parade such as 
Trooping the Colour or Beating the Retreat, it may have 
come to your attention that some members on parade 
were wearing a wide red sash – the Sash, Scarlet, 
Infantry, to put it into Quartermaster speak.  

The sash is about 10 cm wide and is worn over the right 
shoulder down to the left hip, and ends in tassels 
through which the bayonet scabbard is threaded when 
armed. The origin of the sash is uncertain but tradition 
has it that senior soldiers wore a much wider red silk 
sash which was used to remove wounded or slain 
officers from the battlefield. The scarlet colour 
concealed the officer’s blood and avoided any loss of 
morale when a leader became a casualty.   

The sash is now worn by sergeants and staff sergeants 
(“colour sergeants” – see note below) of line infantry 
regiments when on parade, including Orderly Sergeant. 
Although they are not “line regiments”, the definition of 
infantry in Australia for this purpose includes the Special 
Air Service Regiment, Commando Regiments, University 
Regiments and the Royal Military College of Australia. 

I have seen duty Sergeants of some non-infantry units 
wearing the sash as a badge of office, to indicate that 
they are on duty. This is not only incorrect by custom 
and usage but completely unauthorised.   

A note on the use of the rank “Colour Sergeant”.  Before 
the introduction of Warrant Ranks, the senior non-
commissioned officer in an infantry company was the 
Colour Sergeant. He filled the role now carried out by a 
Warrant Officer Class Two, the Company Sergeant Major 
(CSM) (see for example the movie ‘Zulu’). A Colour 

I have kleptomania. When it gets really bad, I take 
something for it.  

My wife told me to stop acting like a flamingo. So I had 
to put my foot down.  

A soldier survived mustard gas in battle, and then 
pepper spray by the police. He's now a seasoned 
veteran.  

I was playing chess with my friend and he said, ‘Let’s 
make this interesting’. So we stopped playing chess.  

A cement mixer collided with a prison van. Motorists 
are asked to be on the lookout for 16 hardened 
criminals.  

My grandfather invented the cold air balloon. It never 
really took off.  

I hate Russian dolls... so full of themselves!  

Exaggerations went up by a million percent last year.  
My father NX 57622 Clarrie Danvers (on the left) on Re-

embarkation Parade for New Guinea 1942. 



Employment Award win  

RSL Queensland’s very excited and proud to announce 
that we have won the Prime Minister's Veterans' 
Employment Awards for Excellence in Supporting Spouse 
Employment at a digital presentation recently.  

RSL Queensland believes strongly in supporting the entire 
Defence family, and our partner employment program is 
an important part of this.  

Since its launch in April 2018, RSL Queensland’s 
Employment Program has accepted 718 veterans and 
partners into the program, securing 280 roles.  

Honour our Indigenous Veterans Virtually 

Despite being legally excluded from military service until 
1949, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have 
served in every war and conflict since the Boer War.  

The Indigenous Veterans’ Ceremony - hosted digitally this 
year - aims to recognise the invaluable contribution of our 
indigenous service people to Australia’s Defence Force, 
both past and present.  

Join us online at https://www.vision6.com.au/
ch/38853/3g976/2880726/
WK_YfNU905HF78ypM5E3Xze79nAIfiC1g9apfBSE.html at 
11am on Saturday 30 May to honour a group of people 
whose service and sacrifice is often overlooked in the 
telling of Australia’s military history.  

You can also RSVP before 1pm on Friday 29 May to lay 
your virtual wreath.  

Convoy passing through Gympie 1976 

My dog ate all the Scrabble tiles. For days he kept 
leaving little messages around the house.  

Why did the chicken go to the séance? 

To get to the other side.  

Filling up at the Golden Fleece 1976 

Ground Crew 171 Sqn Wksp 1976 Shoalwater Bay 

First Parade Service Shoalwater Bay 1976 



OpenArms 
 

A free and confidential counselling service for Australian 
veterans, peacekeepers and their families. For more 
information on OpenArms services and eligibility, please 
visit the OpenArms website or phone 1800 011 046. 

TMR Concessions – PSP 
From 17 December 2018, DVA gold cards embossed with 
TPI or EDA will be accepted as proof of eligibility for a 
Prescribed Service Person’s concession by TMR.  

Please note however, to prove eligibility, any other 
customer applying for a PSP concession that has a gold 
card not embossed, will still be required to present their 
gold card and a letter from DVA stating: 

 
Persons assessed as at least 70% incapacitated under the 
Veterans' Entitlements Act 1986 (VEA); or 
 

Persons assessed as at least 50 impairment points under 
the Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2004 
(MRCA).  

Name Plates and Sub Branch Shirts 

If you need a Sub Branch name plate please contact 
Andy. When he has five names he can make an order. 

If you need a polo shirt let Andy know. He needs five or 
more for the order.  If you want one let him know the 
size and style, old style green or new style green.  

Chambray shirts in Blue and Green are still available for 
order. 

Operation Life 
 

A free mobile phone app to help serving and ex-serving 
Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel deal with 
suicidal thoughts has been released by DVA.  

The Operation Life app is available free via the iOS App 
Store and Android Google Play.   

See www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/suicideprevention 

The Right Mix Alcohol Management Support 
 
The Right Mix website and its companion mobile app, 
allows serving members and veterans to use their smart 
phones and tablets to monitor their drinking habits.  
The Right Mix can be accessed through the At Ease Portal 
via www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/therightmix and the ON TRACK 
with The Right Mix app is free to download from the iOS 
App Store and Android Google Play. 

DVA Hi Res (High Resilience) Website 

The High Res website helps manage stress and build 
resilience. It features self-help tools, resources and videos 
to help users cope better with stress and bounce back from 
tough situations.  

 
The High Res website is available on DVA’s At Ease mental 
health portal at www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/highres. The High 
Res app is free from the iOS App Store and Android Google 
Play.  You can find the full range of DVA’s online mental 
health support tools on the At Ease Portal  

www.at-ease.dva.gov.au. 

 The ANZAC Portal 

The Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs recently updated and 
renovated The ANZAC Portal, a 
website promoting awareness 
of Australia’s wartime history. 
The site contains information 
and educational resources 
spanning campaigns from WWI 
to contemporary military and 

peacekeeping operations, and includes interviews with 
Vietnam veterans and family members.  

Did you hear about the mathematician who's afraid of 
negative numbers? 

He'll stop at nothing to avoid them.  

Have you heard of the new restaurant called Karma? 

There’s no menu, you get what you deserve. 

A woman in labour suddenly shouted, "Shouldn't! 
Wouldn't! Couldn't! Didn't! Can't!" 

"Don't worry," said the doctor. "Those are just 
contractions."  

What’s the best thing about Switzerland? 

I don't know but the flag is a big plus! 

http://www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/suicideprevention
http://www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/therightmix
http://www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/highres
http://www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/

