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Sub Branch Notes 

The Sub Branch Advocate - Scott Harris is operating from 
home on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 9am -
3pm email pensions on 
email scott.harris@brayparkstrathpine.rslqld.net.au  

Ph: 07 3999 6308 

Please email the Secretary on 
secretary@brayparkstrathpine.rslqld.net.au  

Andy is still administrating Mon - Fri 9am - 3pm, and is 
contactable on ; 

Ph: Business Hours (07) 3063 9520  

Mble: 0417 145 600  

Andy is available for a Skype chats on 
brayparkstrathrsl@bigpond.com  

Please free to email him and let him know that you are 
ok.  

Sub Branch Skype Meeting 

The Sub Branch Secretary conducting 
business as usual via Skype".   

Youth Liaison Officer Doug Butler (left 
Centre). 

Pensions Officer Scott Harris (Top 
Right). 

Sub Branch President (Bottom right).  

The sub branch continues to work during the COVID-19 

pandemic  

Congratulations to our Pensions Officer Scott Harris. He 
has been awarded the Course in Military Advocacy 
(10620NAT) Compensation Level 1 Unit of Competency 
(ATDP), and has almost finished level two, he is currently 
doing online training for Welfare Level One and Two.  

Captain Renee Strachan,  7th Combat Brigade Welfare and 
Community Connections Officer, Enoggera Barracks, 
attended the School Liaison Meeting on Thursday 12 
March 2020. 
 
 Captain Strachan confirmed although the COVID-19 
Health Crisis has certainly impacted all of us in ways we 
would never have predicted, and Whilst 7th Combat 
Brigade is unable to support schools now,  she is hoping 
that we as a sub branch can be the conduit between 
schools and the Bde?                         Continued page 2 

"I'm reading a book about anti-
gravity. It's impossible to put down!" 

"I used to hate facial hair...but then 
it grew on me."  

"What's brown and sticky? A stick."  

"I'm so good at sleeping, I can do it 
with my eyes closed!"  



Rev. A. Gale Hall RFD 

Gale Hall served as a Reserve (part time) Chaplain for 
twenty three years and ten years as the Uniting Church 
member of the Religious Advisory Committee to the 
Services. His appointments were largely determined by 
where his Church appointed him. It meant a change 
from RAAF to Army and also some short trips to sea.  
He found the experiences both rewarding and fulfilling. 

Military Experience 

19 May 1976 Appointed to a commission in 
the RAAF with the rank of Flight 
Lieutenant in the Chaplaincy 
Branch. 
Posted to Garbutt Air Base, 
Townsville. 
 

20 September 1983 Resigned RAAF commission 

21 September 1983 Appointed to a commission in 
the Army as Chaplain Class 4 
(Captain) in the Royal 
Australian Army Chaplains 
Department. 

            Posted to Land Warfare Centre, 
Canungra. 

1 October 1985 Promoted to Chaplain Class 3 
(Major) 

3 February 1988 Posted to 1 Training Group, 
Sanananda Barracks, Wacol. 

13 July 1991 Promoted to Chaplain Division 
2 (Lieutenant Colonel). 

 Posted Senior Chaplain 1 
Training Group. 

1 August 1993 Moved to Darwin. 

1 September 1993 As an Army Chaplain filled a 
Navy Reserve Billet as Chaplain 
at HMAS Coonawarra and 
provided chaplaincy to Darwin 
Logistics Battalion when called 
upon. 

July 1998 Posted Staff Chaplain – N.R., 
Army Personnel Agency, 
Darwin. 

January 2001 Posted Senior Instructor, Chaplain 
Training Team based at Latchford Barracks Bonegilla 
(Full time duty). 

3 July 2001                  Retired. 

In July 2003 The National Assembly of the Uniting Church in 
Australia appointed Rev. A. Gale Hall as its Representative to 
Defence and thus its member on the Religiously Advisory 
Committee to the Services. 

December 2013 he retired. 

Silver City Memories—Kapooka 1971 

Sub Branch Continues to work—from page 1 

We have accepted, and have  confirmed with Captain 
Strachan, that our Youth Liaison Officer Doug Butler has 
started to liaise with the various schools on the north side, 
so  Captain Strachan can start to prepare some activities/
engagement in preparation for when the COVID-19 
restrictions are lifted and we can once again enjoy some 
normality. 

Some of the school representatives mentioned the following 
types of activities:  

Under 8 days 
Remembrance Day 
Soldiers to assist with reading groups 
Soldiers to mentor ‘at risk’ adolescents. 

"Why can't you hear a psychiatrist using the toilet? Because 
the 'P' is silent."  

"I had a neck brace fitted years ago and I've never looked 
back since."  

"What kind of shoes do ninjas wear? Sneakers!"  



Silver City Memories—Kapooka 1971 

Capt  Tom 

We could all do with some good news right now. Did you 
hear the heart warming story about the 99-year-old British 
war veteran who raised $56 million dollars for the National 
Health Service by walking 100 laps around his garden? 
 
Captain Tom Moore said the walk was inspired by the care 
he received from the NHS after his accident and when he 
was treated for cancer. 
 
Captain Moore had a guard of honour as he completed his 
final laps and was honoured with a RAF fly-past when he 
celebrated his 100th birthday on 30 April. He also received 
125,000 birthday cards from around the world, was 
promoted to Colonel by the Queen, and had a train named 
after him. What a hero!  

ANZAC Day—Light up the Dawn 

 

During a training exercise, a Lieutenant who was driving 
down a muddy track encountered another car stuck in 
the mud with a red-faced Colonel at the wheel. 

"Your car bogged, sir?" asked the Lieutenant as he 
pulled alongside. "No," replied the colonel,  "Yours is." 



The Right Mix Alcohol Management Support 

 

The Right Mix website and its companion mobile app, 
allows serving members and veterans to use their smart 
phones and tablets to monitor their drinking habits.  

The Right Mix can be accessed through the At Ease Portal 
via www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/therightmix and the ON TRACK 
with The Right Mix app is free to download from the iOS 
App Store and Android Google Play. 

OpenArms 
 

A free and confidential counselling service for Australian 
veterans, peacekeepers and their families. For more 
information on OpenArms services and eligibility, please 
visit the OpenArms website or phone 1800 011 046. 

DVA Hi Res (High Resilience) Website 

 

The High Res website helps manage stress and build 
resilience. It features self-help tools, resources and videos 
to help users cope better with stress and bounce back from 
tough situations.  
The High Res website is available on DVA’s At Ease mental 
health portal at www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/highres. The High 
Res app is free from the iOS App Store and Android Google 
Play.  You can find the full range of DVA’s online mental 
health support tools on the At Ease Portal  

www.at-ease.dva.gov.au. 

 The ANZAC Portal 

The Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs recently updated and 
renovated The ANZAC Portal, 
a website promoting 
awareness of Australia’s 
wartime history. 
The site contains information 
and educational resources 
spanning campaigns from 

WWI to contemporary military and peacekeeping 
operations, and includes interviews with Vietnam veterans 
and family members.  

Operation Life 
 

A free mobile phone app to help serving and ex-serving 
Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel deal with 
suicidal thoughts has been released by DVA.  

The Operation Life app is available free via the iOS App 
Store and Android Google Play.   

See www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/suicideprevention 

Name Plates and Sub Branch Shirts 

If you need a Sub Branch name plate please contact 
Andy. When he has five names he can make an order. 

If you need a polo shirt let Andy know. He needs five or 
more for the order.  If you want one let him know the 
size and style, old style green or new style green.  

Chambray shirts in Blue and Green are still available for 
order. 

TMR Concessions – PSP 
From 17 December 2018, DVA gold cards embossed with 
TPI or EDA will be accepted as proof of eligibility for a 
Prescribed Service Person’s concession by TMR.  

Please note however, to prove eligibility, any other 
customer applying for a PSP concession that has a gold 
card not embossed, will still be required to present their 
gold card and a letter from DVA stating: 

 
Persons assessed as at least 70% incapacitated under the 
Veterans' Entitlements Act 1986 (VEA); or 
 

Persons assessed as at least 50 impairment points under 
the Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2004 
(MRCA).  

"I’ve decided to sell my vacuum cleaner— 

  It’s just gathering dust!"  

The Sergeant-Major growled at the young soldier: "I 

didn’t see you at camouflage training this morning."  

"Thank you very much, sir."  

The annual trip to the rifle range was cancelled for the 
second year in a row, but the semi-annual physical 
fitness test was still on as planned.  

A soldier asked: "Does it bother anyone else that the 
Army doesn't seem to care how well we can shoot, but 
they are very interested in how fast we can run?"  

http://www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/therightmix
http://www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/highres
http://www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/
http://www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/suicideprevention

