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BRAY PARK-STRATHPINE SUB BRANCH Inc.  

Sub Branch Notes 

The Sub Branch is open for Pensions and Welfare 
only .  All social distancing/hygiene requirements must be 
observed.  
Book your  appointment first,  Only one appointment at 
a time and all safety distance must be observed.  Only the 
Duty Officer, Pensions Officer and one client in the 
building at any one time.  
The Office number is 30639520  
 
The Pensions Officer hrs are: Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday 9am - 3pm.  
The Pensions Officer's direct number is 3999 6308.  
Or email scott.harris@brayparkstrathpine.rslqld.net.au 
 
The three Duty Officers  will man the Office in shifts, Mon 
- Fri 9am - 3pm to take any appointments.  
  
Andy is available on 
secretary@brayparkstrathpine.rslqld.net.au  

On Mble: 0417 145 600 , andfor a Skype chat on 
brayparkstrathrsl@bigpond.com  

Please free to email him and let him know that you are 
ok.  

This policy will continue until Qld Government confirms 
stage  two.  
Thank you for your patience in this matter, we hope to 
get together as a Sub-Branch soon.  

Have you ever attempted to eat a clock? 

It’s really time consuming, especially if you go for seconds. 

What should you do if you are addicted to sea weed? 

Sea Kelp. 

A man goes to the doctor  with a cucumber in his nose, a 
carrot in his left ear and a banana in the right. 

‘What’s the matter with me?’ he asks. 

The doctor replies, 

‘You’re not eating properly.’ 

From the Secretary 

Due to the restrictions for COVID-19, this Sub-Branch will 
still be operating on a limited capacity,  as previously 
mentioned in earlier Newsletters.  All pension 
appointments must be booked before you arrive, and 
timings must be kept.  The day to day administration will 
remain the same, the Secretary will focus on routine 
admin Tuesdays and Thursdays from the Hut, Mondays 
and Wednesdays from home, and Fridays he will be at the 
Hut to Support the Pensions Team.  

All Board Meeting will continue to be by Skype, until 
further notice.  We are optimistic, but will confirm as soon 
as possible, that a General Meeting may be held in August, 
if Government and Club restrictions allow us to hold a 
meeting, and the Function room at Pine Rivers Memorial 
Club is still available.  The date will need to take into 
account giving Members 14 Days notice of a General 
Meeting.  

Kindest Regards  

Andy  

Items for the Newsletter 

If you have any old service life photos or you would like to 
write something for the newsletter on your life or interests 
please email them to me at danvers@westnet.com.au 

Covid 19 Grant 

The Moreton Bay Regional Council Covid19 grant 
previously mentioned in the newsletter has been 
approved for refurbishment of 1 Galvin St. 

The refurbishment will include such things as painting, 
new carpet, new bookcases and air-conditioning. 

If you have any crates or cartons that can be used to store 
memorabilia during the work please contact the 
Secretary. 



IT’S THE GUARDS, OLD CHAP! 
 

Brian Avery 
 

Did any of our readers watch the recent Trooping of the 
Colour at Windsor Castle, to celebrate the Queen’s 
Birthday? The Colour trooped was that of the First 
Battalion, The Welsh Guards. It was a rather unusual 
ceremony as only about fifty Guardsmen were on 
parade, instead of the eight hundred normally involved. 
The band, too, was smaller than the usual Massed 
Bands of the Household Brigade. The parade is usually 
held at Whitehall but was switched to Windsor Castle 
because of the pandemic.  Social distancing was 
observed by all on parade. 
 

The Household Brigade consists of two cavalry 
regiments (The Lifeguards and The Blues and Royals), 
five Guards Regiments (Grenadier, Coldstream, Scots, 
Irish and Welsh) and the King’s Troop, Royal Horse 
Artillery. When dressed in their scarlet ceremonial 
uniforms and their bearskins, the Guards Regiments can 
be distinguished by the jacket button placement and 
the colour of the hackle worn on the bearskin (or the 
lack of one). 
 

The Guards are listed above in the order of seniority, 
the Welsh Guards (the most junior) was first raised 
during the First World War, whereas the first three 
regiments have a history going back to the Seventeenth 
Century. The buttons down the front of the jacket 
reflects this seniority. The Grenadiers’ jackets have the 
buttons arranged singly, the Coldstream Guards’ 
buttons are in pairs, the Scots Guards in groups of 
three, the Irish Guards in groups of four and the Welsh 
Guards in groups of five.  
 

The hackles are a little more complicated to explain. 
Their origin was a means for the Commander of old 
being able to identify his battalions lined up facing the 
enemy and with their backs to him. He would organise 
his defensive line with the strongest (senior) regiments 
on the flanks, with the senior regiment (Grenadiers) on 
the right flank and the second senior regiment 
(Coldstream) on the left flank. Inside the right flank 
regiment was the third senior regiment and the fourth 
senior regiment was inside the left flank, leaving the 
junior regiment in the centre. The two right hand 
regiments wore their hackles on the left side of their 
bearskins. The two left hand regiments wore their 
hackles on the right side of their bearskins. The centre 
(junior) regiment did not wear a hackle. If the General 
glanced to his right or left, he could see exactly where 
each regiment was. The hackles were assigned colours, 

red for the Grenadiers, white for the Coldstream Guards, 
blue for the Scots Guards and green for the Irish Guards.   
 

An observant viewer of the parade may have noticed that 
sergeants seem to be in number but there was a distinct lack 
of corporals. Legend has it that when Victoria reigned, she 
objected to having the palace Guard commanded by a mere 
corporal and insisted that it be commanded by a sergeant. 
The canny commander of the Household Brigade got around 
this royal wish by making all the corporals in the Guards 
Regiments Lance Sergeants, wearing the three chevrons of a 
sergeant but being paid as a corporal. This tradition 
continued when the First Battalion, The Scots Guards served 
in 28 Commonwealth Brigade in Malaysia in 1966.  
 

Just in case the reader can grasp this subterfuge, the two 
Household Cavalry Regiments do not have sergeants. On 
promotion from corporal, a soldier becomes a Corporal of 
Horse and wears the three chevrons of a sergeant (and is 
paid as a sergeant). Thus we end up with a Squadron 
Corporal Major (a WO2), a Squadron Quarter Master 
Corporal, the Regimental Corporal Major (a WO1) and a 
Regimental Quarter Master Corporal.   

Not the Guards! 

183 Recce Sqn OR’s Mess ‘Ocker’ party. Lae PNG 1975 

A PNGDF patch from 
my uniform shirt. 

When posted to 183 
Recce Sqn WKSP we 
wore PNGDF Green 
shirts and Bombay 
bloomers with Powder 
puff berets. 

We were issued 1943 
issue puttees but never 
wore them. 



 

Every year Costco World Wide does a special event for all defence personnel. We invite all ex and current servicemen 
and their families to have a shop at Costco with or without  a membership. We open the doors early at 8am. There will 
be goodie bags for current members special coupons for anyone that signs up. 

A breakfast for everyone will be available at Costco North Lakes.  This is our way of saying thank you for your services. 

Cherie Lloyd  Marketing co-ordinator  

Costco North Lakes 



OpenArms 
 

A free and confidential counselling service for Australian 
veterans, peacekeepers and their families. For more 
information on OpenArms services and eligibility, please 
visit the OpenArms website or phone 1800 011 046. 

TMR Concessions – PSP 
From 17 December 2018, DVA gold cards embossed with 
TPI or EDA will be accepted as proof of eligibility for a 
Prescribed Service Person’s concession by TMR.  

Please note however, to prove eligibility, any other 
customer applying for a PSP concession that has a gold 
card not embossed, will still be required to present their 
gold card and a letter from DVA stating: 

 
Persons assessed as at least 70% incapacitated under the 
Veterans' Entitlements Act 1986 (VEA); or 
 

Persons assessed as at least 50 impairment points under 
the Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2004 
(MRCA).  

Name Plates and Sub Branch Shirts 

If you need a Sub Branch name plate please contact 
Andy. When he has five names he can make an order. 

If you need a polo shirt let Andy know. He needs five or 
more for the order.  If you want one let him know the 
size and style, old style green or new style green.  

Chambray shirts in Blue and Green are still available for 
order. 

Operation Life 
 

A free mobile phone app to help serving and ex-serving 
Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel deal with 
suicidal thoughts has been released by DVA.  

The Operation Life app is available free via the iOS App 
Store and Android Google Play.   

See www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/suicideprevention 

The Right Mix Alcohol Management Support 
 
The Right Mix website and its companion mobile app, 
allows serving members and veterans to use their smart 
phones and tablets to monitor their drinking habits.  
The Right Mix can be accessed through the At Ease Portal 
via www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/therightmix and the ON TRACK 
with The Right Mix app is free to download from the iOS 
App Store and Android Google Play. 

DVA Hi Res (High Resilience) Website 

The High Res website helps manage stress and build 
resilience. It features self-help tools, resources and videos 
to help users cope better with stress and bounce back from 
tough situations.  

 
The High Res website is available on DVA’s At Ease mental 
health portal at www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/highres. The High 
Res app is free from the iOS App Store and Android Google 
Play.  You can find the full range of DVA’s online mental 
health support tools on the At Ease Portal  

www.at-ease.dva.gov.au. 

 The ANZAC Portal 

The Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs recently updated and 
renovated The ANZAC Portal, a 
website promoting awareness 
of Australia’s wartime history. 
The site contains information 
and educational resources 
spanning campaigns from WWI 
to contemporary military and 

peacekeeping operations, and includes interviews with 
Vietnam veterans and family members.  

What do you get when you mix alcohol with American 

Literature? 

Tequila Mockingbird. 

Where are dead computer hackers buried? 

In decrypt. 

I broke my finger last week… 

On the other hand I’m OK. 

Did you know that 97% of Australia’s population is 

stupid? 

Luckily I’m in the other 5%. 

http://www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/suicideprevention
http://www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/therightmix
http://www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/highres
http://www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/

