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BRAY PARK-STRATHPINE SUB BRANCH Inc.  

Sub Branch Notes 

The Sub Branch is open for Pensions and Welfare 
only .  All social distancing/hygiene requirements must be 
observed.  
Book your  appointment first,  Only one appointment at 
a time and all safety distance must be observed.  Only the 
Duty Officer, Pensions Officer and one client in the 
building at any one time.  
The Office number is 30639520  
 
The Pensions Officer hrs are: Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday 9am - 3pm.  
The Pensions Officer's direct number is 3999 6308.  
Or email scott.harris@brayparkstrathpine.rslqld.net.au 
 
The three Duty Officers  will man the Office in shifts, Mon 
- Fri 9am - 3pm to take any appointments.  
  
Andy is available on 
secretary@brayparkstrathpine.rslqld.net.au  

On Mble: 0417 145 600 , andfor a Skype chat on 
brayparkstrathrsl@bigpond.com  

Please free to email him and let him know that you are 
ok.  

This policy will continue until Qld Government confirms 
stage  two.  
Thank you for your patience in this matter, we hope to 
get together as a Sub-Branch soon.  

Skype Board Meeting 

The Sub Branch Board Meeting  was held as a Skype 
meeting on Friday 29 May 2020 at 1103. 

The following committee members attended: Brian Kay, 
Andrew Wilson, Brian Avery, Lin Lahey, Dave Antney, Bob 
Tilbury, Nathan McCrae, Greg Searle. Visitors: P. Spies, S. 
Harris 

General Items 

Treasurer’s Report: to be submitted to the Board next 
week. 

COVID-19 MBRC Grant 

A meeting was held on the 21st of May with MBRC grant 
representatives, Aussie Lifts and Sub-Branch 
representatives to discuss the grant submitted by the Sub-
Branch for a Mobility Lift at 1 Galvin Street.  After lengthy 
discussions, the MBRC representatives thanked us for our 
time and advised us that they will get back to us in due 
course to confirm if the grant is approved or not. 

It was moved by A. Wilson and  Seconded by B. Avery 

“That the Secretary and Director Robert Tilbury be the Sub
-Committee for the COVID-19 MBRC Grant for the Hut. 

                                                                   Carried 

General Business 

1. A thank-you Letter was received from a Student 
Involved in our Resources Grant - Admin 

President: 

1. The President raised the issue of good 
governance in conjunction with the email sent from Victor 
Jackson.  The email was sent to the Board and will be 
discussed again once we can move back into the Hut. 

2. The President also warned of possible bad 
media over the unlawful killings by soldiers in Afghanistan. 

3. The President reminded all Directors and 
appointed members that we must keep to the rules and 

The first rule of Thesaurus Club: 

You don't talk, converse, discuss, speak, chat, 
deliberate, confer, gab, gossip or natter about 
Thesaurus Club. 

They’ve discovered a disease that lives in margarine. 

It’s spreading very quickly. 

What’s the difference between a well dressed man and 
a tired dog? 

One wears a suit: The other just pants. 



THE LATE KEN CROTTY OAM AWARD CRITERIA 

The Ken Crotty Award commemorates our late Sub Branch 
Member and is in recognition of the outstanding 
contribution the nominee has made to the Bray Park-
Strathpine RSL Sub-Branch in the preceding year. 

Criteria for the Late Ken Crotty OAM Award is: 

1. Members can nominate another Member of our Sub-
Branch to the Sub-Committee (With a written 
submission on the reason/s why you nominated that 
Member). 

2. The annual award to be presented at the Christmas 
Function. 

3. The Nominated Member and their partner, if they 
attend the Christmas Function get their pre- paid 
Function costs refunded. 

4. The President or Acting President, if the President is 
unavailable to present the Award. 

5. The Presenter will make a short speech on why the 
Member won the Award. 

6. The Selection Sub-Committee Members cannot be 
nominated.(2020- Deputy President Lin Lahey and Bob 
Tilbury) 

7. The nomination must be in to the Sub-Committee by 
no later than the close of business on the first Monday 
in November, to allow the plaque to be engraved in 
time. 

regulations for COVID-19 and the opening of the Hut, we 
do not want to put anyone under high risk and we do not 
want to lose our PLI. 

4. The President discussed with the Board on the 
matter of the Sub-Committee for the Annual Ken Crotty 
Award along with restating the guidelines. 

5. It was moved by B. Kay and Seconded by R. 
Tilbury 

“That the Deputy President and one other Member of her 
choosing be appointed to run the Sub-Committee for the 
Annual Ken Crotty Award”. 

                                                          Carried 

The Meeting was Closed: 11:40 hrs. 

Photos of my father Clarrie Danvers in hospital in 

Palestine 1941 



Veteran Owned Businesses 

Anita from RSLQLD would like to hear about any veteran-
owned businesses in our District who could benefit from 
being advertised on the RSLQLD Facebook page. 

We did a post about a veteran-owned business called 
Relic Design Co (https://www.facebook.com/
RSLQueensland/posts/3312385352118548) and it started 
us thinking… 

 We know a lot of small businesses are struggling with the 
impacts of COVID-19, so it would be good to let our 
audience know of veteran-owned businesses close to 
them. If you know of any in your district, could you please 
let us know? 

Please contact: 

Anita Jaensch 

External Communications Specialist 

RSL Queensland | rslqld.org 

(07) 3230 2477 |0439 872 066 

ANZAC House, 283 St Pauls Tce, Fortitude Valley 

Saint Symphonia’s—A Beautiful War Cemetery 

Brian Avery 

Who is reputed to be the last Allied soldier killed in action 
in World War 1? He was a Canadian, Pte George Price, 
who was killed just east of Mons in Belgium almost on the 
stroke of 11.00am on 11 November 1918. 

Mons is significant because in early August 1914, the 
leading elements of the British Expeditionary Force (the 
BEF, Kaiser Bill’s ‘contemptible little army’) were located 
at Mons where the first brush with the advancing German 
Army took place. In a brief encounter, a German cavalry 
troop met a British cavalry troop and came off second 
best. A plaque on a building adjacent to the main road 
leading into Mons from the east marks the place where 
this skirmish took place. The British troop commander, a 
Second Lieutenant, was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Order (DSO) for this brief skirmish. If this seems 
too high an award for such a low scale of contact, it must 
be remembered that the DSO and the Distinguished 
Conduct Medal (DCM) were the only awards below the 
VC available in 1914 for junior officers and soldiers 
respectively. The Military Cross and Military Medal were 
not instituted until 1915.  

Within hours of this first skirmish, the two main forces 
met, the overwhelming strength of the Germans driving 
the British from Mons. It was early in the war and the 
gentlemanly niceties of warfare were still being practiced. 
The Germans buried their dead and those of the BEF,  

about 200 of each, at a small cemetery near Mons. The 
cemetery was located adjacent to a small church, St. 
Symphonia’s, and took its name from the church. After the 
war, the Commonwealth War Graves Commission took 
responsibility for the cemetery. The church no longer 
exists but the cemetery remains known as St Symphonia’s, 
the most northerly of the seemingly endless British 
cemeteries on the Western Front.  

No more dead were buried at St Symphonia’s until the last 
few days of the war, when the advancing Canadian Army 
reached Mons. A handful of casualties from late 1918 are 
buried at St Symphonia’s, including Pte Price. So the first 
and the last British Empire troops killed in the war are 
buried in the same cemetery. I visited Mons and St 
Symphonia’s during a tour of the Western Front. There is a 
small rise in the middle of the cemetery; on one end of the 
rise stands the usual British Cross of Sacrifice and at the 
other end, a sombre German Denkmal. The British graves 
at the northern end are marked by the standard 
Commonwealth War Graves headstones which do not 
differentiate between officers and other ranks. At the 
southern end, the German graves are marked by austere 
black iron crosses, and those of officers are far more 
sophisticated than the simple ones marking the graves of 
mere Soldaten. The cemetery is in a beautiful setting and is 
heavily planted with rhododendrons, which were in flower 
when I visited.  

As a footnote – the Kaiser’s description of the BEF as ‘that 
contemptible little army’ was meant to belittle what was 
by European standards a very small volunteer army which 
was trained and equipped to maintain order in Britain’s 
vast empire rather than fight on the continent (the huge 
European armies were based on conscription). Instead, 
just as Lord Haw Haw’s description of the garrison at 
Tobruk as ‘rats’ became a badge of honour in the Second 
World War, so the BEF took pride in the term 
‘Contemptible’ and after the war, their veterans’ 
association took on the name of ‘The Old Contemptibles’. 



OpenArms 
 

A free and confidential counselling service for Australian 
veterans, peacekeepers and their families. For more 
information on OpenArms services and eligibility, please 
visit the OpenArms website or phone 1800 011 046. 

TMR Concessions – PSP 
From 17 December 2018, DVA gold cards embossed with 
TPI or EDA will be accepted as proof of eligibility for a 
Prescribed Service Person’s concession by TMR.  

Please note however, to prove eligibility, any other 
customer applying for a PSP concession that has a gold 
card not embossed, will still be required to present their 
gold card and a letter from DVA stating: 

 
Persons assessed as at least 70% incapacitated under the 
Veterans' Entitlements Act 1986 (VEA); or 
 

Persons assessed as at least 50 impairment points under 
the Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2004 
(MRCA).  

Name Plates and Sub Branch Shirts 

If you need a Sub Branch name plate please contact 
Andy. When he has five names he can make an order. 

If you need a polo shirt let Andy know. He needs five or 
more for the order.  If you want one let him know the 
size and style, old style green or new style green.  

Chambray shirts in Blue and Green are still available for 
order. 

Operation Life 
 

A free mobile phone app to help serving and ex-serving 
Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel deal with 
suicidal thoughts has been released by DVA.  

The Operation Life app is available free via the iOS App 
Store and Android Google Play.   

See www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/suicideprevention 

The Right Mix Alcohol Management Support 
 
The Right Mix website and its companion mobile app, 
allows serving members and veterans to use their smart 
phones and tablets to monitor their drinking habits.  
The Right Mix can be accessed through the At Ease Portal 
via www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/therightmix and the ON TRACK 
with The Right Mix app is free to download from the iOS 
App Store and Android Google Play. 

DVA Hi Res (High Resilience) Website 

The High Res website helps manage stress and build 
resilience. It features self-help tools, resources and videos 
to help users cope better with stress and bounce back from 
tough situations.  

 
The High Res website is available on DVA’s At Ease mental 
health portal at www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/highres. The High 
Res app is free from the iOS App Store and Android Google 
Play.  You can find the full range of DVA’s online mental 
health support tools on the At Ease Portal  

www.at-ease.dva.gov.au. 

 The ANZAC Portal 

The Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs recently updated and 
renovated The ANZAC Portal, a 
website promoting awareness 
of Australia’s wartime history. 
The site contains information 
and educational resources 
spanning campaigns from WWI 
to contemporary military and 

peacekeeping operations, and includes interviews with 
Vietnam veterans and family members.  

The other day someone left some modelling clay on my 
front step. 

I didn't know what to make of it. 

How many Surrealists does it take to change a light 
bulb? 

Three, one to wind the fish, the other to put the 
giraffes in the bath. 

What's the difference between ignorance and apathy? 

I don't know, and I don't care. 

I’m on a whiskey diet.  

I’ve lost three days already. 


