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BRAY PARK-STRATHPINE SUB BRANCH Inc.  

Sub Branch Notes 

The Sub Branch is open for Pensions and Welfare 
only .  All social distancing/hygiene requirements must be 
observed.  
Book your  appointment first,  Only one appointment at 
a time and all safety distance must be observed.  Only the 
Duty Officer, Pensions Officer and one client in the 
building at any one time.  
The Office number is 30639520   
The Pensions Officer hrs are: Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday 9am - 3pm.  
The Pensions Officer's direct number is 3999 6308.  
Or email scott.harris@brayparkstrathpine.rslqld.net.au 
 
The three Duty Officers  will man the Office in shifts, Mon 
- Fri 9am - 3pm to take any appointments.  
  
Andy is available on 
secretary@brayparkstrathpine.rslqld.net.au  

On Mble: 0417 145 600 , and for a Skype chat on 
brayparkstrathrsl@bigpond.com  

Feel free to email him and let him know that you are ok.  

This policy will continue until Qld Government advises. 
Thank you for your patience in this matter, we hope to 
get together as a Sub-Branch soon.  

Reminder for Ken Crotty OAM Award  

Nominations for the Ken Crotty OAM Award for 2020 are 
due to Lin by 1 November, this will allow us to get both 
plagues engraved.  

The Awards is planned to presented at the Christmas/Sub-
Branch 15th Birthday Function on Sunday the 6th of 
December, at Club Pine Rivers. 

You can also contact Lin to put your name down for the 
Christmas/Sub-Branch Birthday Function.  

I bought some shoes from a drug dealer.  

I don't know what he laced them with, but I was tripping 
all day!  

The secret service isn't allowed to yell "Get down!" 
anymore when the president is about to be attacked. 

Now they have to yell "Donald, duck!"  

What is the least spoken language in the world?  

Sign language.  

September Bus trip 

If you are interested in a day trip on Sunday 27th Sept to 
the Maleny/Montville area please let Andy know ASAP so 
that he  can book the Vehicle.  

General  Meeting 21 Sep 2020  

If you are planning to attend the General Meeting on the 
21st, can you please read the Agenda in the Secretary’s 
email dated Monday 14 Sep before attending the 
Meeting including Annex A,  as Annex A is the copy of all 
our Skype Board Minutes up to the 7th of September.   

This will make the Meeting flow faster, and if you have any 
questions, please raise them as the President calls out the 
page numbers as we ratify those Minutes.  

If you have not received the email please contact Andy for 
a copy. 

A Bell 206B on the car park at Kelvin Grove barracks 



79 Squadron Colour Consecration  

Commanding Officer No. 79 Squadron, WGCDR Simon 
Ashworth, will be hosting a parade to celebrate the 
consecration of a new Squadron Standard with Battle 
Honours being presented to No. 79 Squadron recognising 
25 years’ service and Battle Honours from World War II 
and Ubon.  

The parade will take place at RAAF Base Pearce on 
Wednesday, 18 November 2020 at 0930h WST . The 
Governor-General, His Excellency General the Honourable 
David Hurley, AC, DSC (Retd) will be presenting the Colour 
with past and present members of No. 79 Squadron in 
attendance. The parade will be followed by a luncheon at 
RAAF Pearce Officers’ Mess from 1130h to 1230  hrs. 

Planning has commenced with no fixed assumptions 
about what COVID-19 restrictions will be in place in 
November, although measures will be in place to ensure 
compliance. 

If you wish to attend please contact: 

FLTLT Brokenshire  

kyle.brokenshire@defence.gov.au 

Queensland Consultative Forum - Summary of Meeting 
August 2020 - 1800 VETERAN 
 
DVA’s new number 1800 VETERAN (1800 838 372) will 
become DVA’s primary access number for veterans and 
their families.    

This change is part of DVA’s Veteran Centric Reform 
Program which includes improvements to our telephone 
channel to make it easier for veterans and their families to 
speak to the right person at the first point of contact.  

You will start to see 1800 VETERAN (1800 838 372) rather 
than the previous general enquiry number 1800 555 254 in 
our publications and correspondence and on our website 
and other online portals.  

This is a gradual process and 1800 555 254 will remain 
active for some time yet until 1800 VETERAN (1800 838 
372) is well embedded.  

Some other external-facing numbers will remain for 
specific needs, including the transport bookings and Ex-
service Organisation lines. 

 Phone numbers for other non-DVA services will stay the 
same. For example, the current phone numbers for Open 
Arms and the Veterans' Review Board, will stay the same. 
   



Two politicians go out to lunch together. In the middle of 
lunch one of them jumps up and says, "Strewth. I forgot to 
lock the office safe before we left."  

The other politician replies "No worries. We're both 
here."  

Sub Branch Members at the Sausage Sizzle 

Andy says that the Sausage Sizzle was a great success. If 

we want to keep them going Greg and the current team 

will need more volunteers.  

Brett Danvers -  

In 1975 I spent a year posted to 183 Recce Sqn in Lae 
PNG. I was then posted to Oakey. On my return to 
Australia in early 1976 I spent my leave in Melbourne 
with my parents then travelled on a two day train ride to 
Brisbane.  

I reported to the RTO at Victoria Barracks for transport 
to Oakey and sat on the doorstep while they organised 
it. 

While I sat there a car pulled up with two officers in 
flying suits and powder puff berets that matched mine. 
The Capt asked me what I was doing, I told him, he  

went inside and cancelled my movement  paperwork. 
When he came out we all Jumped in the staff car and drove 
to Kelvin Grove where we got in the Helicopter and flew to 
Oakey. 

We were all over the sky as the Lt was doing an instrument 
flying lesson wearing blinders. 

When we landed at Oakey they directed me To 1 Avn Regt. I 
reported to the Orderly Room, my OC came out and ripped 
into my for being a day late, even though that’s the when 
the Army organised transport got me there. 

Views of Brisbane from helicopter (Bell 206B) in 1976 



OpenArms 
 

A free and confidential counselling service for Australian 
veterans, peacekeepers and their families. For more 
information on OpenArms services and eligibility, please 
visit the OpenArms website or phone 1800 011 046. 

TMR Concessions – PSP 
From 17 December 2018, DVA gold cards embossed with 
TPI or EDA will be accepted as proof of eligibility for a 
Prescribed Service Person’s concession by TMR.  

Please note however, to prove eligibility, any other 
customer applying for a PSP concession that has a gold 
card not embossed, will still be required to present their 
gold card and a letter from DVA stating: 

 
Persons assessed as at least 70% incapacitated under the 
Veterans' Entitlements Act 1986 (VEA); or 
 

Persons assessed as at least 50 impairment points under 
the Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2004 
(MRCA).  

Name Plates and Sub Branch Shirts 

If you need a Sub Branch name plate please contact 
Andy. When he has five names he can make an order. 

If you need a polo shirt let Andy know. He needs five or 
more for the order.  If you want one let him know the 
size and style, old style green or new style green.  

Chambray shirts in Blue and Green are still available for 
order. 

Operation Life 
 

A free mobile phone app to help serving and ex-serving 
Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel deal with 
suicidal thoughts has been released by DVA.  

The Operation Life app is available free via the iOS App 
Store and Android Google Play.   

See www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/suicideprevention 

The Right Mix Alcohol Management Support 
 
The Right Mix website and its companion mobile app, 
allows serving members and veterans to use their smart 
phones and tablets to monitor their drinking habits.  
The Right Mix can be accessed through the At Ease Portal 
via www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/therightmix and the ON TRACK 
with The Right Mix app is free to download from the iOS 
App Store and Android Google Play. 

DVA Hi Res (High Resilience) Website 

The High Res website helps manage stress and build 
resilience. It features self-help tools, resources and videos 
to help users cope better with stress and bounce back from 
tough situations.  

 
The High Res website is available on DVA’s At Ease mental 
health portal at www.at-ease.dva.gov.au/highres. The High 
Res app is free from the iOS App Store and Android Google 
Play.  You can find the full range of DVA’s online mental 
health support tools on the At Ease Portal  

www.at-ease.dva.gov.au. 

 The ANZAC Portal 

The Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs recently updated and 
renovated The ANZAC Portal, a 
website promoting awareness 
of Australia’s wartime history. 
The site contains information 
and educational resources 
spanning campaigns from WWI 
to contemporary military and 

peacekeeping operations, and includes interviews with 
Vietnam veterans and family members.  

I was just offered a job teaching poetry in prison. 

I was up all night thinking about the prose and cons. 

A bossy man walks into a bar. 

He orders everyone a round. 

Waiter: I see your glass is empty, would you like 
another ? 

Dad: Why would I want two empty glasses? 

Why do police get to riots early? 

To beat the crowd. 

Items for the Newsletter 

If you have any old service life photos or you would like 
to write something for the newsletter on your life or 
interests please email them to me at 
danvers@westnet.com.au 
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